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How females choose mates is still a controversial problem in evolutionary biology. In Drosophila melanogaster, courtship song produced by male wing vibration affects the female's choice of partner (Ewing 1983) . Interpulse interval (Bennet-Clark & Ewing 1969) and the cyclic fluctuation of interpulse interval (Kyriacou & Hall 1980) are species-specific parameters of courtship song. Experiments using artificially generated sounds have shown that deviation from the species-specific value of either of these parameters significantly reduces mating (BennetClark & Ewing 1969; Kyriacou & Hall 1982) . These experiments concluded that a female D. melanogaster mates with a male whose interpulse interval is a species-specific value (ca. 34 ms) but not one with longer or shorter interpulse intervals. Female preference for conspecific song also contributes to sexual isolation between closely related species (Ewing 1983 
